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Recap
 #KSUatDragonCon

By Tanya Brinkley

I was a first time participant at DragonCon 2016.  I was looking for connections 
between my fascination with ghost stories and the DragoCon Paranormal Track. 
I had an opportunity to explore problematic themes that arise in popular culture 
through movies and television.

Because I am a KSU American Studies graduate student, I was introduced to the 
works of American Studies scholar Tiya Miles. In her most recent book, Tales from the 
Haunted South: Dark Tourism and Memories of Slavery from the Civil War Era, Miles 
connects the “ghost stories” to the dark tourist trade as a means to capitalize on 
enslaved black specters and promulgate an “Old South” narrative. 

Participating in DragonCon allowed me a space to discuss, for example, a 
problematic character sensationalized by American Horror Story: Coven, Marie 
LaVeau, who reached fame because she was notorious for abusing her slaves, 
and is now a money making source as a tale to be told on New Orleans ghost tours.

I will return, and continue to review my DragonCon participation, with an American 
Studies lens.
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don’t miss 
American POP! Pin-on Culture

AMSTO President Stephanie Craven 
and Tanya Brinkley hosted a fun 
pre-Dragon Con chat for any 
interested parties. 

Students, faculty, and staff showed 
up to enthusiastically discuss their 
cosplay and plans for DragonCon 
weekend. At the event, Stephanie 
led an excellent conversation about 
American Studies research, Dragon 
Con, and fandom. 

One of a kind buttons
hand made, primary-sourced, 

print-media, inspired by 
popular icons

Funds raised go directly to 
AMSTO

November 10th 
(Social Science Atrium)

Only $1! 


